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The Story 

ACT I 

On her deathbed, Queen Victoria entrusts her daughter Beatrice with the task of 
publishing her journals. As the princess reads through numerous pages of the queen’s 
story, the past unfolds. 

Beatrice recalls her mother’s life in mourning, away from the public eye, and Victoria 
becoming the Empress of India. She reads about the Queen’s relationship with John 
Brown – and deeply distressed, edits it out of the journals. Further diary entries bring 
up the growing families of Victoria’s children, and her desire to control Beatrice’s love 
life. 

The princess gives into those memories, recalling first her happy times with husband 
Liko, then re-living the heartbreak of losing him when he dies at war. Finally, Beatrice 
gives into anger as she realises she has become the spitting image of her mother. 

ACT II 

Seeking to understand her mother better, Beatrice opens her older journals. She 
reads about young Victoria’s struggles with her own parents, and the burden of being 
crowned the Queen of England at such a young age. Lord Melbourne appears in the 
journals as her mother’s mentor and friend, and Beatrice learns of Victoria and 
Albert’s first encounter. After the coronation, her parents fall in love, get married and 
celebrate their wedding night – of which the details are again edited out by Beatrice. 

Later journal entries describe the power struggle between the newlyweds, as Albert 
wants to be more involved in ruling the country. The couple welcomes 9 children into 
the world, while they juggle ruling responsibilities between them.  

Burned out by the stress of running an empire and creating a dynasty, Albert dies at 
the age of 42. Grief-stricken, Victoria grabs her youngest child Beatrice for comfort 
and retreats into widowhood. Reading this, Beatrice finally finds peace. 
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See Northern Ballet live on stage at a theatre 
near you – sign up at northernballet.com 


